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Cultural Resource Management Report 
Deer Valley 4wd Restoration and Blue Lakes Road Maintenance Project  

R2015-05-03-10005 
 

 
Undertaking Description: The Eldorado National Forest proposes to perform road maintenance and 
meadow restoration on the Deer Valley 4wd trail and road maintenance on the Blue Lakes/Meadow 
Lakes road.  A segment of the Deer Valley 4wd trail will be rerouted as part of this project.  
 
Deer Valley 4wd trail: The proposed action would include corrective actions to reduce botanical and 
hydrologic resource impacts associated with the Deer Valley Trail at meadows 9N83-2 and 9N83-1 and 
to limit potential impacts to Yosemite toad from public motor vehicle travel after the trail is reopened.  
The non-ground disturbing proposed action items include adding the Deer Valley 4wd trail (19E01) 
back to the MVUM, implementing a seasonal closure to limit impacts to Yosemite toads from public 
motor vehicle use, and placing closure signs and maps on existing signboards at trailheads.   
 
Ground disturbing proposed action items include road maintenance, a reroute (< 500 feet) of 19E01 on 
the west side of Deer Creek, and the restoration of stream banks in Deer Valley (9N83-2) and Clover 
Valley (9N83-1).  The new trail segment would be located approximately 100 feet west of the existing 
trail and would require the removal of approximately 20 trees  and stumps to clear a new trail corridor. 
Material generated from construction of the reroute would be used to block dispersed areas, define a 
new trail, and apply mulch to the old trail corridor. Native rock and boulders from the trail or the 
Clover Valley sediment field would be imported to harden the approaches to Deer Creek using large 
cobbles and rock between 8-16” diameter.  The stream crossing would also be delineated with 
boulders to limit the width of the crossing at both sides of Deer Creek. The proposed project would 
restore stream banks in Deer Valley (9N83-2) and Clover Valley (9N83-1) meadow impacted by past off-
trail vehicle travel using revegetation methods such as seeding, willow cuttings, and transplanting sod 
plugs.  

  
Blue Lakes/Meadow Lake road: The proposed action for Blue Lakes/Meadow Lake Road consists of 
road maintenance activities.  Non-ground disturbing activities include adding the Blue Lakes/Meadow 
Lake road (9N01) back to the MVUM, implementing a seasonal closure, placing seasonal closure signs 
west of Twin Lake closing approximately the last mile of the route to public motor vehicles.  Potentially 
ground disturbing activities are limited to maintenance activities and would include 
maintaining/installing catch basins at culverts, new culverts where needed and gravel on the steep 
sections of the roadway, repairing rolling dips, linear grading, and clearing out/ upgrading undersized 
culverts within the specified alignment and grade tolerances. Ground disturbance will kept within 
approximately 25ft of road centerline. 

 
1. Area of Potential Effect (Regional PA stipulation 7.3):  

 Direct Effects to Historic Properties: Potential direct effects from ground disturbing 
activities include destruction, fragmentation, and displacement of surface and subsurface 
artifacts and features.  Native American/ prehistoric-era and historic-era artifacts and 
features on the surface are at-risk of being damaged or destroyed along the project 
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activities.  Mixing of subsurface deposits during ground disturbance would potentially affect 
data potential and cultural values of Native American/ prehistoric-era lithic materials and 
midden and historic trash dumps.  The felling of trees could remove evidence from historic 
tree blazes.  Inadvertent disturbances outside of areas with proposed activities have the 
potential to cause similar effects to cultural resources.  Planned standard protection 
measures are expected to prevent any potential direct effects to cultural resource sites 
within the project areas. 
 

 Indirect Effects to Historic Properties: Potential indirect effects to Historic Properties 
from trail maintenance activities include an increase in artifact displacement due to erosion.  
The meadow and stream bank restoration activities would conserve meadow habitats and 
stabilize streams which would reduce erosion and could help stabilize surface and 
subsurface deposits of cultural resources and maintain integrity of setting thus resulting in 
beneficial effects to archaeological sites in the project area. 
 

 Cumulative Effects to Historic Properties: Maintenance and improvement of the road 
surface will help keep recreational traffic within the defined corridor of the road.  The 
seasonal road closure could alter the current use pattern.  While the change is likely not to 
be substantial, an increase in users per day may cause more impacts to archeological sites 
through dispersed camping.   

 
APE Description: The APE for the Deer Valley 4wd Restoration and Blue Lakes Road 
Maintenance Project is approximately 74 acres.  The APE was determined based on the 
proposed ground disturbing activities.  The proposed trail maintenance activities are along 2.8 
miles of trail and are buffered by 30 meters on center.  This buffer adequately captures the 
proposed stream crossing activities, as well.  The trail reroute activities require the same 30 
meter buffer on either side of the flagged center line. 
 
Total APE acres:  74 acres 
 
Additional Study Areas:  0 acres 

 
2. Identification and Inventory Needs Assessment (Regional PA stipulation 7.4):  

 
A. Pre-field Research: The ENF cultural resource GIS database was used to identify known 

cultural resource sites and previous cultural resource studies within the project vicinity.  Site 
records and archaeological survey reports were reviewed. 
 

B. Consultation Efforts: N/A 
 

C. Previously Identified Cultural Resources Summary:  
 

D. Resources of Interest/At Risk: 
 
E. Previous Inventory:  No cultural resource reports document coverage of the APE.  
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Total acres of acceptable previous survey:  0 

 
Inventory Strategy:  The survey strategy for this project was pedestrian survey conducted 

by an individual following transects 30-meters apart or less.  The primary survey area, the 

reroute of the Deer Valley Trail, was surveyed with three passes at 10 meters apart.   

 
3. Results: 

 
Inventory Results: Survey was conducted during the 2014 field season (see Survey Coverage 

Map). The archaeological survey crew consisted of District Archaeologist Miranda Gavalis and 

Archaeological Technician James (Rusty) Vardy.  Survey areas were determined based on 

proposed project activities with the strategy of completing 100% coverage of the trail 

maintenance, reroute, and meadow/ stream bank restoration.   

 

New pedestrian survey along the existing roads was conducted by walking the center of the 

trail and walking parallel with the road within 30 m of each side.  In the location of the 

proposed reroute, the APE was surveyed using three passes spaced 10 m apart.  The Clover 

Valley sediment field and adjacent point of entry were surveyed at 30 m transect intervals. 

There was high visibility at the reroute location and sediment field and lower visibility along the 

existing roads.  There is evidence of prehistoric, historic and modern use in the project area. 

 
Table 4.1 Cultural Resources Inventory within the APE: 

Previous Survey  

Total Acres previous adequate survey: 0 

New Survey  

 Intensive (0-15m interval): 2.5 

Surface 30 (15-30 m interval): 71.5 

Total Acres newly surveyed: 74 

Total Acres Inventoried: 74 

 
A. Cultural Resource Sites Identified within the Project Area/APE:  There are three sites 

within the APE.  Site 51-428 is a prehistoric site consisting of chert, obsidian, and quartz 
flakes.  Site 51-429 is a mulit-component site consisting of a historic house site with 
foundation stones and a chimney pile, as well as two prehistoric lithic flakes.  Site 51-
785 is a newly recorded historic trail with associated blaze trees.  The proposed 
activities will not negatively affect the historic properties. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 AMA Ranger District  R2015-05-03-10005  
Eldorado National Forest  Deer Valley 4wd Restoration and Blue 

Lakes Road Maintenance Project 
 

 
Page 4 of 9 

 

Table 4.2 Cultural Resources Located in Project Area/APE: 

FS No. 
05-03-51- 

Monitored? 
Updated? 

New? RAR? 

 
Resource 

Type 
 

Comments 

428 Monitored YES P Two flakes 

429 Monitored YES H/P Two flakes, horseshoe pit, modern monument 

785 New YES H Historic trail, associated blaze tree 
Note: P – Prehistoric, H – Historic, P/H – Multicomponent 

 
4. Evaluation and Determination of NRHP Eligibility: N/A 

 
5. Recommendations: 

The following Standard Protection Measures (Appendix E) of the Regional Programmatic 
Agreement will be applied in order to ensure protection of Resources at Risk: 

 
Table 6.1 Standard Protection Measures by Site and Activity: 

FS No. 05-03- Project Activity Protection Measure  

51-428 Road Maintenance Flag and Avoid 

51-429 
Road Maintenance Flag and Avoid 

Stream Bank Restoration Flag and Avoid 

51-785 

Road Maintenance None (No Adverse Effect) 

Decommissioning Road Segment None (No Adverse Effect) 

Tree Felling Flag and Avoid (Blaze Trees) 

Stream Bank Restoration Flag and Avoid 

 
This project complies with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended in accordance with provisions of the Programmatic Agreement among the U.S.D.A. 
Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region (Region 5), the California State Historic Preservation 
Officer, the Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation Regarding Processes for Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Management of Historic Properties by the National Forest of the Pacific 
Southwest Region (Regional PA 2013). 

 

Should any previously unrecorded cultural resources be encountered during 
implementation of this project, all work should immediately cease in that area and the 
District Archaeologist be notified immediately.  Work may resume after approval by the 
District Archaeologist; provided any recommended Standard Protection Measures are 
implemented.  Should any cultural resources become damaged in unanticipated ways by 
activities proposed in this project; the steps described in the Regional PA for inadvertent 
effects will be followed.  
 
Should the project boundaries or activities be expanded beyond the current APE, Section 
106 compliance for this project will be incomplete until additional cultural resource review 
is completed. 
 
 

file:///O:/NFS/Eldorado/Program/2300Recreation/2360HeritageRestricted/68_Info_Mgt_Reporting/Forms_Templates/RegionalPA/SierraPA.doc%23SRPM


 AMA Ranger District  R2015-05-03-10005  
Eldorado National Forest  Deer Valley 4wd Restoration and Blue 

Lakes Road Maintenance Project 
 

 
Page 5 of 9 

 

The District Archaeologist will be kept informed of the status of various stages of the 
project, so that subsequent field work can proceed in a timely fashion.  Monitoring of the 
area may occur after the project has been completed.  This work will be documented in 
amendments to this report, as appropriate. 
 
 

Prepared by: /s/ Miranda S. Gavalis               8/5/2015 

 Miranda S. Gavalis 
Amador District Archaeologist 

 Date 

    
 

6. Attachments: 
Project Vicinity Map 

Project Location/Area of Potential Effect Map (ENF GIS base map, Project boundary, APE) 

Survey Coverage Map (ENF GIS base map, APE boundary, previous acceptable survey, new survey) 

Site Location Map (ENF GIS base map, APE boundary, sites) 

Site Location Map: Clover Valley Crossing (ENF GIS base map, APE boundary, sites) 

Site Location Map: Deer Valley Crossing (ENF GIS base map, APE boundary, sites)  
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7. Professional Determination and Recommendations (Stipulations 4.3 & 7.8): 
I have reviewed this report and certify that it complies with the Stipulations of the Regional 
PA and meets appropriate Forest Service, State, or professional standards.   
 
It is my finding that there will be: 
 
______No Historic Properties Affected by implementation of this project (Stipulation 7.8[a]) 
as there are no historic properties located within the undertaking’s APE. 
 
______No Adverse Effect to Historic Properties by implementation of this project where 
management measures are not required to protect historic properties  
(Stipulation 7.8(b) (1))  
 
___X___No Adverse Effect to Historic Properties by implementation of this project where 
Standard Resource Protection Measures will be used to protect, manage or maintain 
historic properties in a manner that avoids adverse effects (Stipulation 7.8.(b)(2))  
 
______ Resolution of Adverse Effects will be required prior to implementation per 36 CFR 
800.5 – 800.6.  (Stipulation 7.8[c])  Consultation with SHPO regarding resolution is 
required and concluded prior to NEPA decision with approved mitigation included in NEPA 
decision. 
 
 

Signed: Not Available to sign   

 Katy Parr Vacant 
Eldorado NF Heritage Program Manager 

 Date 

 
 
 
8. Line Officer Approval 
 

___X___ I concur with the above professional determinations and recommendations. .  
 
______ I do not concur with the above professional determinations and 

recommendations.   
 

 
Signed: /s/ Richard G. Hopson  8/5/2015 

 RICHARD G. HOPSON 
Amador District Ranger 

 Date 
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